Achievements by CSGMT/JEMS.MMS: the Collaborative Study Group for the Micronucleus Test in the Mammalian Mutagenesis Study Group of the Environmental Mutagen Society of Japan.
The Collaborative Study Group for the Micronucleus Test (CSGMT) is one of the task groups in the Mammalian Mutagenesis Study Group (MMS) of the Environmental Mutagen Society of Japan (JEMS). It was established in 1982 and has made efforts to understand what the micronucleus test is, what are the advantages and disadvantages of the test as an in vivo detection system for mutagens/carcinogens, and to establish a standard protocol applicable to numerous chemicals. Members of the CSGMT have published more than 75 papers as part of collaborative studies and have contributed to the understanding of the nature of the micronucleus test and to setting guidelines for testing of medicinal and other chemicals. The CSGMT held some workshops to share up-to-date knowledge and techniques on the micronucleus test. Through workshops and collaborative studies, the CSGMT contributed to the maintaining of a high standard of knowledge and techniques among Japanese researchers of the micronucleus test. This paper reviews achievements made by the CSGMT until now.